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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Namaskar!  Happy New Year.  I wish you and yours, a very joyful
and prosperous year ahead.  As you already know, at the end of year
2002, the term of the KOA President and five board members came
to an end.  The election notification from the Election Committee
went out as part of the KPI Newsletter, which was sent to all members
in September of 2002. Now, KOA 2002 elections have been
completed and a report from the Election Committee supplied by
Sh. Suman Hakku is included in this newsletter. I feel very privileged
for having been nominated for a second term and I take this
opportunity to thank all community members for giving me another
opportunity to serve them.  I feel honored for the trust and faith that
you have placed in me.

I take this opportunity to thank all the outgoing board members which
include: Zone 1: Vijay Kaul (NY); Zone 3: Sarla Warikoo (NJ);
Zone 4 Hira Lal Nakhasi (MD); and Zone 8: Hira Lal Koul (MI).  I
thank them for their leadership and the time and effort that they put
in for the organization and community work.  I have enjoyed working
with them and appreciate their cooperation.  I am looking forward
to their continued involvement in community affairs.  Thanks for a
job well done.

I take this opportunity to welcome the newly elected Directors to
the KOA Board which include: Zone 1: Nirja Khashu (NY); Zone
3: Sandeep Kaul (NJ); Zone 4 Sujata Qasba (MD); Zone 6 Sidharth
Ganju (GA) got re-elected; and Zone 8: Hari Koul (MI).  I am looking
forward to their active involvement with regards to activities in their
respective zone and close cooperation with me in implementing
KOA’s programs.  Please welcome the new Director for your zone
and provide them with your support and full cooperation.

I wish to express my thanks to the election committee comprising
of Shri Suman Hukku (Chair), Shri Chaman Bhan (Member) and
Sunita Kaul (Member), for conducting this election in a very just
and fair manner.  They set up much precedence and in doing so
have glorified the organization.

Organizational elections demonstrate that members value KOA as
an important organization representing, preserving and safeguarding
the interests of our community in this country.  KOA has come a
long way from the days of its inception to where it is today.  In
building this organization, community members who contributed in
whatever way they could, have done a great service to the community.
Credit goes to them for making what KOA is today.  Every member’s
efforts for the organization are vital to achieve the goals that we as
a community strive for and I am counting on you for your support.

All KOA activities and programs are going on as planned and as per
schedule.

Language may not be the only cohesive force to bind a community,
but it certainly is the main cementing agent not only to hold the
community together but also to confer upon it a mark of
identification.  The religious and political persecution for centuries
has made our mother tongue to relapse into near oblivion.  The only
way we can save it is by speaking in Kashmiri at home and
encouraging our children to do so.  In order to promote our culture
and language, KOA has taken many initiatives.  A four-day Kashmiri
language course is planned under our Kashmiri Language Institute
and will be offered from January 16-20 at Brown University in RI.

It is my desire for our youth and young adults to come forward, take
interest and participate actively in the community affairs.  I am
inviting them to come forward and get involved in the organization
and I would like all the community members to support this effort
by involving their children in community projects.

I would like to draw your attention to two things. First, having correct
member information is very important for the organization.  Please
provide KOA with address change if any.  A form has been provided
in this newsletter for this purpose.  Also inform your Zone Director/
Chapter President about it or go directly to our website koausa.org
– interactive pages and check your information. Only you would be
able to access your membership information using your e-mail
address on list with KOA.  Also, if you know of someone (your
relations, friends, and acquaintances) who is not yet a member of
KOA, please urge him or her to send in their information to KOA.
Second, if you have not paid your membership dues yet, then please
take a moment of your valuable time to do so. Shri Rajinder Kaul of
WA heads KOA’s membership drive effort.  All unpaid members
are contacted through regular mail, e-mail or phone to renew their
membership.  Your mailing label shows the year until which your
membership is paid, if un-paid for the current year, I urge you not to
procrastinate, mail in your dues.  Your membership dues and
generous donations help the association to run its activities and
programs.

From time to time, KOA gets requests for medical and financial
help; we always try to help to the best of our ability, which is only
possible with your donations.  A medical fund has been set up, please
donate generously.  My sincere thanks to those who have helped
with generous donations in the past.

Shri Pran Kaul of CA, and Shri Tej Kaul of NY, are both running
fund raising drives for Sponsor-A-Child and Educational Fund
programs respectively, if you need more information about these
programs, call or e-mail them.  If you are already a sponsor, thank
you, if you are not, please join and help the less fortunate members
of the community.  No one else but you can help. Please provide
financial support for these and other programs.

From time to time, all KOA chapters hold social and cultural
functions; I have and will continue to travel to various places/chapters
to meet membership.  It gives me an opportunity to present my plans
for the organization and receive comments and suggestions from
the members.

Please volunteer your time and effort for the organization; nothing
can be achieved without your active involvement and participation.
Finally, please feel free to call me or any member of my team with
your questions, comments and suggestions or simply to express your
support.  Together we will make a difference.  May God bless our
community?  Namaskar!

Sanjay Kaul, Boston, MA

KOA Board Meeting

As we step into Year 2003 and we have some new Zone Directors
who have come on KOA Board, it also brings the responsibility
of participating in the KOA organizational activities and
planning for the future KOA activities. Our next Board meeting
is scheduled for the last week of January 2003.

It is requested of all members to take some time and think
through some of the issues that you would like to be discussed
at the Board meeting. You can send your comments, suggestions
or any issues to be put on the agenda by January 19, 2003.  The
final agenda for the meeting will be distributed to all board
members by January 22, 2003. You may either send those to
your Zone Director or to the Program Secretary at awali@gis.net.
Thanks.
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KOA Election 2002
Nominations & Results

On behalf of the KOA Election Committee 2001-2002, I am
pleased to bring the following results to your notice.

We had to hold election for the Office of President – KOA and
the Directors for Zones 1, 3, 4, 6 and 8.  We received valid
nominations for all these positions.  While there were nomination
sent by more than one individuals, there was only one nominee
for each of the announced positions.  We contacted KOA to verify
the membership status of everyone involved – and also the
candidates, etc. to verify their acceptance of the nomination.  We
share the following final results with the community,

For President KOA

We had many individuals nominate Sanjay Kaul – from different
parts of the country.  There was no other nomination.  Sanjay
accepted the nomination and is declared elected to the office of
President KOA for the years 2003 – 2004.

For Zonal Directors

For Zone 1 (NY and DE) – Multiple nominations were received
for Nirja Khashu of New Hide Park, NY.  Nirja was the only
candidate nominated.  The nomination was found to be valid and
Nirja accepted the nomination. Therefore, Nirja Khashu is declared
elected to the office of Director Zone 1.

For Zone 3 (NJ and PA) – Multiple nominations were received
for Sandeep Kaul of Cranbury, NJ.  There was no other
nomination.  The nomination was found to be valid and Sandeep
accepted the nomination.  Therefore, Sandeep is declared elected
to the office of Director Zone 3.

For Zone 4 (DC, MD, VA and WV) – We received nomination
for Sujata Qasba of Clarksville, MD. There was no other
nomination.  The nomination was found to be valid and Sujata
accepted the nomination.  Therefore, Sujata is declared elected to
the office of Director Zone 4.  The Election Committee
acknowledges Zone 4 members for being the first one to respond
to our call for nominations.  They get out “biradari involvement
award”.

For Zone 6 (AL, FL, GA, MO, MS, NC, SC and TN) – Again
multiple nominations were received for Sidharth Ganju of
Norcross, GA. There was no other nomination.  The nomination
was found to be valid and Sidharth accepted the nomination.
Therefore, Sidharth is declared elected to the office of Director
Zone 6.

For Zone 8 (IN, KY, MI and OH) – We received nomination for
Hari Koul of West Bloomfield, MI .  There was no other
nomination. .  The nomination was found to be valid and Hari
accepted the nomination.  Therefore, Hari is declared elected to
the office of Director Zone 8.

For the newly elected KOA officials, their term begins on January
1, 2003 for a period of 2 years.  The Election Committee
congratulates the elected candidates and wishes to thank the KOA
for giving us this opportunity to serve our community.
With regards.

Suman K. Hukku, Chairperson
KOA Election Committee 2001-2002
Sunita Kaul and Chaman Bhan – Members.

Zone Last First State
1 MANVER Buddhadev & Dolly NY
1 MATTOO Nirmal K. & Augustina NY
2 BHAN Chand K. & Rekha MA
2 KAUL Sanjay & Bela MA
3 TRISAL Vijay & Anuradha PA
4 BAZAZ Lokesh K. & Malini VA
4 KAUL Bal K. & Sarita VA
4 NAKHASI Hira Lal & Usha MD
4 RAZDAN Rajender & Pamposh MD
7 AMBARDAR PARMAR Paul & Anita IL
7 LABROO Ajay & Sharon IL
8 HUKKU Suman K. & Bharati MI
8 KAUL Jag Bushan & Veena MI
8 KHOSHOO Vikram & Monica MI
9 FOTEDAR Shivi & Sonu CA
9 RAINA Surrender & Girja CA
10 BHAT HANSEN Alexander & Renu CA

Added in 2002
1 KAUL Maharaj Krishen & Mohini NY
1 KHASHU Inder & Nirja NY
1 MITRA Raghu & Nirmala NY
2 CHERWOO Satish & Sharda CT
2 KAUL Ashwani & Mona MA
3 KUMAR (Kadalbajoo) Ajay & Padmini PA
4 MATTOO Autar MD
4 RAZDAN Hari & Bharti MD
5 BHAN Rommel & Sunita T X
5 JALLA Nirmal & Karuna OK
6 RAINA Ravi & Nishi GA
6 RAZDAN Subash & Raj GA
8 KAUL Shivani MI
8 KENUE Surinder MI
9 DHAR Ashok K. & Pushpa CA

LIFE MEMBERS

Read the new KOA magazine,
“KASHEER”, which reflects the aspirations
of  the Kashmiri Pandits all over the world.
It is your own magazine and feel free to write
about our rich cultural heritage and share
your knowledge with your brethren.
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Zone 2:
Diwali Celebration

In Zone 2, Deepawali, the most joyous time
of the year was celebrated on Saturday,
November 16, 2002. The function was held at the Bedford
town hall complex in Bedford, Massachusetts. As expected,
there was a big turnout and as usual it  turned out to be an
exciting evening full of fun and good time. Laxhmi Puja and
children’s cultural program were the highlight of the evening.

New Year Eve Party

Pran and Raj Tiku of Bedford Massachusetts hosted the New
Year’s eve party for KPs in MA. It was a fun filled evening.
Happy New Year to all.
Sulochna Tickoo
Zone Director
**************************************************************************

Zone 3: KOA Pittsburgh Chapter  Camp
Aug 23rd 2002

The Pittsburgh chapter organized our first KOA camp near
Ohio Pyle Campgrounds from August 23 to August 25. It was
heartwarming seeing such a positive response to the event.

Over ten families of local chapter met at the campgrounds to
mark the beginning of what turned out to be two days of fun,
relaxation and “intense discussions about the state of global
politics and economy” in true spirit of Kashmiri “sech khabar”.
The campsite itself was at beautiful location near Youghiogheny
River Gorge with enough parking and open space to allow for
several friendly games of volleyball and a game or two cricket.
The teams were very competitive even though camraderie was
the only prize that was available.

The food was an excellent feast of traditional “ABCD saal
(mach, roganjosh etc)” and “roda (vegetarian food)” and if
that was not enough we also had separate barbeques for
vegetarian and non vegetarian members.

The first day of the camp turned out to an interesting experience
in surviving skills and lots of wet blankets as we had a severe
thunderstorm, people were seen running around worried, the

Zone 1:
As already informed by me, I along with my family move from
Albany, NY to Florida in July,2002.I would like to thank again
my Zone members for their support and participation in KOA
activety in Zone 1. I am sure I could have done more to get
you all involved and help our community. Any misses , may
please be forgiven.My term is ending Dec.2002 and now you
are having a newly elected Zone Director. She is a long  term
and very staunch suppoter of KOA.Please get involved and
support her to achieve Zone 1 & KOA goals.

I thank you all once again.I WISH YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
A HEALTHY,HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR-
2003. GOD bless us all.

Vijay Kaul
954-382-2883
**************************************************************************

die-hards did not let that interrupt a friendly game of cards
though, again true to the tradition.  The weather gods decided
to let up the following day and the weather got better allowing
the participants to enjoy a bath under the 30 ft water falls near
the campgrounds and more volleyball sessions.

The group also had a serious discussion about future direction
and growth of the chapter. New proposals were discussed.
Expect to hear more on these from Anil, over the next few
weeks.

All in all the camp proved to be an interesting and fun
experience for all, especially the first timers who enjoyed the
being a close part of the community. The participants left the
campground on Aug 25th afternoon, already making plans for
the next Camp.

Diwali Celebration

Western Pennsylvania Chapter celebrated Diwali
at Dr. Sanjay & Ranjana Chaudhry’s residence
(4 Aaron Woods, Wheeling, WV) on 9th
November 2002.  All participants enjoyed the celebration which
included fireworks. We would like to thank Chaudhry family
for being such a wonderful host. We would also like to thank
Anju Khazanchi, Jyotsana Kaul, Sunalini Kotwal for organizing
the program.

New Year Eve Party

Western Pennsylvania Chapter celebrated New Year Eve Dr.
Vijay & Anu Trisal’s residence (105 Lake Land Drive, Lakeland
County Estates, Mars, PA). It was a fun filled evening. Thanks
to the hosts and the organizers.

Anil Koul
Chapter President
**************************************************************************

Zone 4: Washingon Chapter
Diwali Celebrations

Deepawali  was celebrated by the Washington
Chapter of KOA on November 16, 2002 at Dr. Inder and Kamini
Bhat’s residence in Great Falls, VA. With quite a few families
in India attending the auspicious wedding occasions of Sonia
Qasba and Sheenu Jalla we had a smaller crowd than usual.

Approximately 5o people attended to enjoy a fun-filled evening
packed with various activities. Highlights included puja, dinner
and music. The evening started with the Social Hour. While
everyone was arriving garam garam aalo tiki’s direct from the
tava ( pan ) along with tea and other snacks were served. This
was followed by Puja & Arti organized and lead by Rita Pahwa.
Our talented 5 year olds, Armaan Qasba and Shivani Raina
started the puja by reciting the Gayatri Mantra and were joined
by everyone present.
A sumptuous dinner of catered food was followed by live
music. Even the pouring rain resulting in no firecrackers could
not dampen our spirits. Game of antakshri which continued
till after midnight uncovered several hidden talents and made
the rest of the evening yet another memorable event for the
Washington area.

Swapna
Washington Chapter
**************************************************************************

Zonal Reports
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Zone 6: Atlanta Group
Diwali Celebration

On Friday, November 15, 2002, the Kashmiri
group in Georgia and adjoining areas got
together to celebrate Diwali. As has become a
custom here, we had ample participation from
adjoining states such as Alabama and South Carolina, with
our community members from there making the effort to attend
this event. The evening started with the young ones of the
community putting on quite a cultural and musical show with
brilliant solo and group performances in dance, vocal and
instrumental music.

The adult cultural and entertainment program started after a
sumptuous Diwali dinner and was indeed the highlight of the
evening. The Atlanta group is fortunate to have some very
accomplished artists, who go out of their way to entertain the
group. Veena Gouri, the cultural secretary, conducted the
cultural program. Since no Diwali function is ever complete
without a dance session, the cultural program was followed by
a jam session, which was organized by our own local DJ, Ashoo
Bagati.

During the course of the evening, the Georgia group also
unanimously elected Ravi Raina to be the next chapter president
of KOA for Georgia beginning January 2003.

The dancing and other festivities went on past midnight, thus
making the Diwali event an enjoyable and memorable
experience for all present.

Sidharth Ganju
Zone Director

Our community here in Houston celebrated DIWALI and
Dusherra at our local temple. Many kashmiri kids
participated in a play which depicted the various stages of
Shri Ram’s life.

Anita Kaul
Zone Director

Zone 5: Texas Group
Diwali Celebration

Angelus Oaks gathering in the San Bernardino Mountains on
Oct. 11-Oct. 13, 2002 was a joyous time for the zone 10 family
of KPs. We had tremendous participation from all over Southern
California, a very pleasant three-day weekend made memorable
by the togetherness of the participants, children, young folks
and elders. The atmosphere and the ambience was something
to experience and partake, particularly because of the presence
of our parents (Sanjay Dhars and Vijay Dhars parents, and
Nimee Bhat’s and my own mother). By Friday evening, more

Zone 10: Southern California
Weekend in San Bernardino Mountains

than 90% of the participants had checked in. By 10:00 PM, we
all assembled in the common room and right away, we became
part of a close-knit family of friends happy to be together again.

We spent the Friday night “composing” and singing Kashmiri
songs with Amit Kaks guitar and Sanjay Khazanchi’s new
Tumbaknari. Our elders helped us, the Dhar moms (Sanjay
and Vijay’s moms) guided us put Kashmiri lyrics to music –
most notably, Awaz Waichi-no; we just could not stop until
3:00AM, and for some of us until the early light of the morning,
but by then we had a group already up in the mountains looking
for hiking avenues. Exploring the beauty of the mountains in
the dry crisp sunny weather occupied most of our Saturday.
Some of us drove to nearby Jenk’s lake and the Big Bear lake
(all lakes waiting for rains to fill their cups). Some of us left
our cars behind and joined the foot soldiers for a personal
soaking in the filtered sunshine of the dense forests around
Jenk’s lake.

Saturday evening came with a spicy barbeque as the on-foot
explorers returned. Enjoying the barbeque on the centrally laid
woodwork, we formally introduced new additions to the
southern California family and very warmly welcomed Seema
and her fiancé Michael to our midst, with a cake and a candle!
We wish them a very happy future together. It was getting
nippy and we all moved in doors to the common room with
the fireplace ablaze, tea, and song and dance. Priya, Kanika
and Ankita organized charades. The two groups fought for
every point with ultimate refereeing by Prashant and the
vigilant Danielle (Vishal) Kotru. This was a special treat for
the kids, our present to the future.

Some more card games and some more music, it was as if we
were all transported to a Kashmiri marriage festival. Two nights
among the pine trees, a fireplace and friends was worth
preserving forever in our hearts. Thank you.

Anjali Bhat
Zone Director

TEXAS CAMP
Texas Kashmiri Biradari is organizing annual Shivraatri
Camp.  It will be held at Bastrop State Park, Bastrop, TX
from Friday March 7 - March 9, 2003.  Apart from having
a good time, it is a great opportunity to meet other members
of our community.  In addition we have planned cultural
and social events including games for children and adults.
It has been a great success in the past years.  Please come
join us at the camp, it will be a pleasure to have you amongst
us.  The campsite has barracks with bunk beds and can
accommodate about 100 people.  We all have to bring our
linens.  The facility includes a large kitchen and dining
hall.  All participating families share the cooking
responsibility.  Sh. Sunil Shalia, along with Mrs. Anita Kaul
are organizing this camp. More information about the
Bastrop State Park can be found at link:
http://www.reserveamerica.com/usa/tx/bast/index.html

For further information please contact any of the following:
Sunil Shalia at (281)-392-3475 or 713-724-4252 (M) email:
SunilShalia@aol.com, Anita Kaul at (281)-538-5553 email:
saabh@worldnet.att.net

*************************************************************************
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PS: This is a PS, but not a forgotten thought. This camp would have
not been possible without the input and your hard work done by so
many of you. I want to thank Maharaja/Ranjana/ Bharat/Archana/
Mahesh/Deepa for helping us select the campsite. Jeet Kotru, Raj
Pandita, Shilpa and Naveen Raina, Vijay Trishal, and Seema Motto
for organizing the breakfast;  Raj Parimoo, Jyoti Dhar, Anjali Dhar,
Arti Khazanchi, Deepa Bhan, Archana Nehru and Amit Kak for the
lunches;  for the warm barbeque, Uttama and Rajesh, Maharaj
Wanchoo, Sanjay  Dhar and Sanjay Khazanchi. Nimmee Bhat,
Ranjana Wanchoo, Neeru Sopori, Anita Saraf, Nimee Bhat and
Neelama Bhat organized dinner.  My thanks to Raj Pandita, Sandeep
Sopori, Bharat Kaul and Jeet Kotru for taking all the pictures, which
you have already seen.
*************************************************************************

Martyrs Day
in Southern California

Zone 10: Southern California
Diwali Celebrations

************************************************************************

3rd Annual Intensive Immersion
Course on Kashmiri

We are happy to announce that KOA’s Kashmiri Language and
Culture Institute will be holding its third Annual Intensive
Immersion Course on Kashmiri Language and Culture from
January 16-20, 2003 at Brown University, Providence, RI
(Information also available on koausa.org website-interactive
pages). Past two years have been an enormous success, enjoyed
by all who attended.

We have decided to continue this important and exhilarating
mission started two years ago. The four-day intensive course
focuses mainly on the Kashmiri language through instructional
classes, while incorporating cultural seminars on Kashmiri
history, religion, the arts, and current events. In addition, various
social activities and dinners are planned to enhance the
comfortable and cultural learning atmosphere of Brown
University in Providence, RI.

The Kashmiri Institute is designed for Kashmiri youth between
the ages of 17 and 30, with experience in Kashmiri language
varying from first-time speakers to advanced speakers. This
year’s weekend conference opportunity will be able to
accommodate the various time constraints most ambitious
Kashmiri youths encounter.  This year, the total fees per student
will be $100 for 4 days, including housing, 2 dinners, 4 light
breakfasts, classroom use, instruction, and course materials.

Komal Bazaz, Sonal Bakaya, Sumi Nakhasi

On Saturday, September 14th, 12
families from Southern California gathered at
the Malibu Hindu Temple.  Members, representing several
generations, came from east and west; some traveling more
than 150 miles.  We joined together for a puja commemorating
the lives, remembering the suffering and giving blessings for
the KP martyrs.  Following the solemn ceremony, singing Om
Jai Jagdish and the lighting of candles, as dusk turned to
darkness, we gathered for a simple potluck dinner.

The next day several of us got up before dawn and drove to
Santa Monica where we served hot food to more than 40
homeless people.  We started with a simple remembrance of
the martyrs, and asked that those who had gathered for the
food join us in a moment of reflection and silence for those
who have passed away.  Then we served chili con carne, rice,
bananas, salad and warm homemade bread; all of which were
appreciated by these distressed people.  We were fortunate to
have the opportunity to serve those less fortunate than we, as
we remembered those who have gone before us, creating the
path which has made our travels easier and our lives richer.

Alex & Renu Bhat-Hansen

Saturday evening, November 9th, about 50
members of the Southern California KOA group
gathered for the Diwali celebration at the UCLA
Colina Glen Faculty Club house.  It was a lively
crowd; many younger people and those young at
heart.  A number of people were joining us for the first time.

The program began with the singing of Arti.  The music changed
quickly, as the DJ cranked up the load speakers.  Everyone  - the
college-aged group, the older couples, those 55 and better – joined
in the dancing. Certainly the star of the show was Prashant  Bhat,
Balkrishan and Neelima Bhat’s son. The dancing was interrupted
only by dinner. The food was outstanding, and plentiful, and much
needed to help everyone pick up their energy again.  The music
continued until after midnight, with the DJ leaving before anyone
wanted him to go.

Attached are several pictures (more will be on the KOAusa.org) from
the evening which you may enjoy seeing. The DJ for the evening
was sponsored by Anjali and Vijay Dhar. We thank them – we had a
great evening.

Renu and Alex Hansen
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REPORT CARD 2001 & 2002

A t the beginning of
my term as the president
of KOA, I had put
together an agenda for
my team.  I wish to take
t h i s opportunity to
summarize what has been
done and what could not be done
for the benefit of our members.  I
wish I could say that my team and the board members
who worked with me have moved mountains, the fact is
we have not.  But, I can say with pride that we put in a
sincere effort and have been trying our best within the
means that are available to us.  We have made some
progress, and whatever little it may be, is reported here.

Unity:  Everyone here realizes that only when united, we
will be able to make a difference.  Immediately, after I
became the president of KOA, we worked towards uniting
all KP’s in the USA.  Many attempts have been made and
are still underway and I am very hopeful at this point.  I
have personally traveled to many places at my own
expense to get in touch with community members and to
discuss any issues and problems they may have with the
organization and its functioning.

Membership:   Our membership has steadily been
increasing. Our paid membership for 2002 was 57%. Can
we do better than this; Yes. You can all contribute by
keeping your membership current.

Financial Support to Zones: During 2001 and 2002 both,
every KOA Zone received a percentage of the membership
fee collected by KOA with a maximum of $250 per zone.
This money was provided to support chapters for their
local activities.

Newsletter: KPI newsletter has been regularly published
and mailed during last two years.  Members are requested
to contribute with news articles about what is happening
in the community. New/Additional editors are needed for
the same, members interested may please take the
initiative.

Koshur Calendar: A yearly Kashur calendar has been
produced and mailed to all our members. We share the
same with associations in Canada, Europe, and Australia.

Member Directory: An overseas KP directory was
published and mailed to paid members in year 2001.  An
update of new members was provided through our
newsletter in 2002.  (Another update is planned to be
published in 2003)

Magazine:  After lot of persuasion we got enough articles
from our members and the first edition of our bi-annual
magazine “Kasheer” was launched in December 2002. Its
purpose is to focus on our community here in the USA.
To keep it going, articles by our members on a wide variety
of topics are solicited.

Executive Committee Expanded: The executive
committee was expanded to include a Cultural Secretary,
Media Secretary and Ex-president.  (This year an official
spokesperson for the association will be added.)

Reorganization: Smaller chapters are being promoted
within each zone.  For example, we now have active
chapters in FL, PA, MN, WA.  Other places with more
than 15 KP families are encouraged to form chapters, it is
an ongoing process. There are more office bearers actively
on board now than there ever have been, which is a mark
of active participation from our members.

E-groups/KPNet: KOA board in its January 2001 meeting
decided that our open discussion forum known by the
name KPNet be given to an independent body.  Afterwards,
for the purpose of communication with our members we
have developed two types of e-groups. One, at the zone
level, open to all zone members for communication.
Second, at the national level, to reach all our members.
Only KOA office bearers can post on the national forum.
It is used for organizational communication and
information exchange purposes only.

Website: In the beginning through much part of 2001,
we were not able to do any improvements to either of our
websites. The reason being lack of volunteers and lack of
funding to get it done from outside vendors.  After repeated
appeals, only one individual came forward and by his
providing his own company resources for this community
work, we were able to launch a new interactive website in
2002.  It is now part of our koausa.org website and new
features are constantly being added.  Among many new
features; such as for promoting KP businesses and job
networking, we have added a section under “Business
Connections.”  Please check it out.  The other website
kashmir-information.com has also been updated and its
news section is updated on daily basis.

Focus on Youth:
Kashmir Institute was launched in 2001, a language
course has been offered annually since then. Our youth
are leading this initiative. KOA raised funds to promote,
support, and organize these language courses.
Youth Directory:  We have not been able to develop a
youth directory yet.  But, in 2002 a youth initiative was
launched under the name “Kashmiri Youth Group” (KYG).
A new youth website is under development and may be
launched in Jan/Feb 2003.
Youth Camps: Since 2001, annual youth get-togethers
have been organized on the East Coast. In 2002, West
Coast youth held a camp in Southern California.
Youth Scholarship: KOA board in its April 2002 meeting
approved creation of a scholarship fund for our youth in
this country. We will start giving these one time awards to
students, beginning 2003.
Focus on Young Children: Two KOA Chapters, one in
Boston and the other in Northern California are providing
language classes for children, focusing on 5 to 15 year
olds.

Camps: A National Camp along the East Coast has been
organized regularly. Texas biradari holds its camp around
Shivratri time. Florida biradari has started holding a yearly
camp. In 2002, both Northern and Southern California
Zones held a summer camp.
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Formation of Support Groups: This initiative was
widely discussed with many community elders. It was
advised by most that KOA should not get involved in the
personal issues of members. Therefore, due to lack of
support this initiative was set back.

KP Retirement Colony: It is under works.  After lots of
discussions and research, a proposal has been put forward
to members and at this stage we are assessing interest in
the community for such a proposal.

Liaison Person in Jammu & Delhi: Preliminary work
regarding the costs involved was done in 2001. A proposal
for the same was put forward to KOA Board in September
2001. Due to high initial and operating costs involved,
the board tabled this proposal for additional information.

Financial Assistance to our needy KP children in India:
KOA has raised money for refugees in the past and we
continue to do so.  We actively support many programs
structured to help KP refugees in India.  Currently, KOA
supports a school at Udhampur. For the children in refugee
camps we have two programs Sponsor-A-Child (for 5 to
17 year olds) and Educational Assistance (for 17 + age
group). We have constantly added new donors for both
these programs. All this has been possible with your
support and generous donations.

Financial Assistance for Medical and Social reasons:
During last two years, whenever we got an appeal for help
from a community member in India, we have helped. We
have helped people for medical needs, distress needs due
to a tragedy, for financial need due to a social condition,
and for improving living conditions of community
members who live in refugee camps. We have constantly
raised money for this cause. In 2002, KOA Board approved
establishing a Medical Fund and instituted a committee
for this purpose.  All this has been possible with your
support and generous donations.

Financial help for National calamities in India: In 2001,
at the time of massive earthquake in Gujarat, we raised
funds from our members to help rebuild the affected areas.

Donations and Corporate Sponsorships: An effort to
establishing a fund by KOA to generate over a million
dollars has not met any success yet.  We have not been
able to get any sizable donations and corporate
sponsorships. We still need to establish a fund and then
organize fund raising drives to get big contributions from
well to do community members and well wishers of our
community. Again, only active participation from our
members will make this dream come true.

Fund raisers at local chapter level: Our Zone Directors
and Chapter Presidents have raised funds for various
programs of the organization. But, I can’t recollect any
specific event organized by any chapter for the purpose
of fun raising only.  All KOA office bearers and members
need to work on this.

Presentations, Cultural Programs and Symposiums:
Most chapters within all zones organize social and cultural
events. Cultural programs have been organized at these
events to encourage children and members. Regarding

education about the condition of our community in India,
we organized an information session in NJ in October of
2002. (It is planned to compile the information presented
there by various presenters into a booklet and then make
it available to all our members).

Cultural Exchange Program: Under our cultural
exchange program, we invited Mr. Virender Qazi who
talked about Kashmir Shaivism in 2001 and in 2002 we
invited Mrs. Nirja Pandit who toured nine cities in the US
and thrilled audiences with her melodious voice.

Library:  I had proposed to set up a library of rare
Kashmiri books, paintings and other artifacts (mostly
donated) which would then be shared with members by
mail.  This proposal died even before take-off due to lack
of participation and un-willingness on part of members to
loan their prized possessions.

Coordination with KP Associations in India: During
my visit to India in 2001, I met with representatives of
various associations in India. Other KOA officials who
travel to India have also held meetings with local
representatives there. As a follow up, we wrote to them
looking for avenues where we could closely cooperate to
preserve and protect our culture and to collectively help
those who needed our help. My experience has been that
most of the associations in various parts of India ask for
our financial help to build community centers. I am yet to
hear from them on other areas of cooperation. Efforts are
still in place and we are constantly striving for closer
cooperation.

Coordination with KP Associations in Other Countries:
We have developed very close working relationship with
associations in Canada, England, and Australia.
Associations from countries in Middle East, and from New
Zealand, Singapore, Japan and Nepal are also closely
working with us in helping community in India, sharing
resources and developing international member directory.

Meet with visiting officials from India:  From time to
time, KOA members met with visiting dignitaries from
India. In January of 2002, a delegation from KOA met
with Mr. L.K. Advani to promote the cause of our
community with focus on social and cultural issues facing
our community in India.

There is a lot to be done and most can be done. From my
experience what I feel lacking is volunteerism in our
community. What I need is your active support.  Members
need to ask why something could not be done then come
forward with ideas, suggestions and above all with a desire
to get involved to get things done. I need people who can
walk the walk instead of just talk the talk.  To make things
happen, let us all pledge that we will do our bit for the
community, for the organization and thereby for our future
generations and ourselves. May God bless our
community?

Sanjay Kaul
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K a s h m i r i Overseas Association
(KOA) is a non- profit social and
c u l t u r a l organization. Its
mission is to protect, preserve
and promote Kashmiri Pandit
culture and social heritage and to
provide help to the needy and deserving.  The
association was incorporated in 1983 in the state of
Maryland.

In the eighties members simply focused on the social
aspect. But in 1990, when our community had to leave
Kashmir, KOA and its members shifted their focus on
providing help to our community members in India,
primarily at Jammu.  The whole community came together
and we started many programs in India, some of those
programs are still in place.  I plan to continue supporting
such programs as well as add some new ones.  Since mid
to late nineties, our numbers in this country have grown
enormously. With this growth we find members in all age
groups. There are new challenges and the community is
facing different and newer issues.  Hence, our priorities
should now include addressing problems and issues faced
by our members here.  I would like to bring focus of the
KOA organization on the community here in the USA; so
that we provide help to those in need, create a support
system among ourselves, and work to preserve our identity
and culture.

I am proposing three overall focus items for KOA.  I am
going to describe each one, detailing which programs we
already have in place and what new programs I propose.
In this description I am also listing things that will be
absolutely done this year and things that we will attempt.

Focus Item # 1:
Programs for helping our needy and deserving community members
in India:

1.1) Programs that we already have in place and will
be continued, are:

1.1.1) Educational Assistance Program: Started in
1995, Shri Tej Kaul of NY heads this program.
Under this program, tuition fee assistance is
provided to college going children (age 17+).
Kashmir Pandit Sabha helps us administer this
program at Jammu.  Through a proper procedure
already in place, selection of needy and deserving
students is made, and then a willing community
member or friend of the community pledges and
supports the child for his or her degree education.
Last year we supported about 200 students under
this program.  Over the years more than 300
students have graduated, which is an

accomplishment in itself for the Kashmiri
community of the USA.

1.1.2) Sponsor a Child Program: Started in 1995, Shri
Pran Kaul of CA heads this program.  This
program is geared towards school going children
(age 5 to 17).  It helps parents who do not have
enough income to support their children for good
education, good nourishment or even to meet
basic needs.  Again Kashmir Pandit Sabha Jammu
helps us administer this program at Jammu.  There
is a proper procedure for selection by Jammu
Sabha.  After the selection is made a willing
community member or friend of the community
pledges and supports the child.

1.1.3) Udhampur School: Currently, there are more
than 400 Pandit families in Udhampur camp.  This
school primarily caters to their needs and to the
needs of community members living in other parts
of Udhampur.  This school serves the Udhampur
KP community in following ways: a) provides
better education at a nominal fee b) provides
employment opportunities c) No fee is charged
of poor students d) brings a sense of
accomplishment and involvement for the families
in the camps.  KOA provides help with operational
assistance to the tune of $4,000 a year, sent in
three installments.

1.1.4) Medical Assistance: From time to time KOA gets
requests for medical help.  People who are
terminally ill and need help with paying medical
bills approach us.  KOA has always provided help
to the needy and held fundraisers from time to
time to support such activities and shall continue
to do so.  KOA Board approved establishment of
Medical Fund in 2002, which will be a long-term
solution instead of a reactionary measure.  We will
closely coordinate with our sister organizations
in Jammu and Delhi in order to monitor this
program.

1.2) New Programs Planned:

1.2.1) Board Exam Fee Assistance: There are people
from the camps in Jammu who cannot afford to pay their
board exam fee.  We plan to create a fund that will provide
assistance to such needy students (this year).
1.2.2) Career Counseling & Training: For lack of
direction, students from the camps go for degrees and
courses that are not at all employment oriented.  Again,
no preference is given to refugee candidates for state jobs,
and there is lack of private job opportunities in Jammu.
Hence our unemployed numbers are significantly high.
Unemployment often results in bad practices and habits
for the affected individuals.  With active support,
participation and involvement of local community
members we should set up a group in Jammu who would
then counsel these children regarding what field to go
into that could lead to good job opportunities.
1.3) Liaison office: There is a strong need to start a liaison
office in India, especially in Jammu and if possible in
Delhi.  The liaison office will help monitor our programs,

Plans For 2003-2004
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provide direct link and feedback to us. I plan to get this
approved by our board this year.

Focus Item # 2:
Programs for helping our community members here in the United
States:

2.1) Restructure the organization: Develop and structure
the organization at chapter level to increase participation.
Maintain a visible command.  Organize activities at local
level and involve members of all ages.  Advertise in main
Kashmiri magazines in India so that a newcomer knows
who to contact on arrival.  Develop a welcome kit for the
new members (this year).
2.2) Economic Aspect: We have to look into the financial
well being of our community members in this country.
KOA as an organization can provide such help by means
of networking.  The networking aspect will help
community members to secure admission in colleges and
universities, educational assistance, internships, temporary
and permanent jobs.  Our Website in its interactive section
already has a page for job opportunities through
community connections, including a page for business
opportunities. We need to encourage members to
participate in this very actively (to be done this year).
2.3) Cultural Aspect: An important thing we need to do
is to preserve our traditions and our way of life.  There is
no doubt that we as a community are losing faith in
ourselves and do not promote our own language. Lack of
a home base is causing erosion of our cultural values and
we are forgetting our own festivals and rituals. We have
no heroes, we are slowly changing our names and last
names and are marrying outside the community in
numbers.  What KOA intends to do: For the first time the
organization has a Cultural Secretary in the executive
committee.  Every zone will be asked to appoint a cultural
secretary to undertake and promote cultural activities. We
intend to produce a booklet on rituals/standard operating
protocol (this year)
2.3.1) Catch Them Young-Sunday School: We have
initiated Sunday Schools to teach our young ones about
our culture.  Boston and Northern California have taken
the lead.  We intend to promote such schools in every
major urban center (this year).
2.3.2) Language Institute:  Few of our youth, with
help from the organization have already initiated
language courses under our Kashmir Institute where
the emphasis is on Kashmiri language, culture, and
social heritage.  We have conducted courses for the
past two years and will continue to offer 3-4 days basic
as well as advance courses every year.
2.4) Social Aspect: We as a community need to develop a
framework for providing social support A) to community
members who get into tough situations, such as, i) divorce
ii) loss of job iii) injury B) to students in need of additional
finances and C) For our retirees

Focus Item # 3:
Preserving, protecting and promoting our culture and
social heritage:

3.1) Information and Communication: In 2001, KOA
came out with the latest edition of the member directory.
It includes information on most community members who
live outside India.  KOA’s next immediate focus is to
produce a worldwide KP directory.  Some work has already
been started on this project (to be completed by 2004).
We will continue to enhance all means of communication
among ourselves.
3.2) Coordination and cooperation: We will work in
close coordination with all international KP organizations
as well as with all social and cultural organizations in India.
We will jointly work on projects to preserve and protect
our culture (programs already initiated and actively being
pursued at present). Financial support will be provided to
our cultural and social organizations to document, preserve
and promote our heritage.
3.3) Projects KOA has already worked on:
a) Developed and maintain a web site, which now serves

as a huge repository of information on Kashmiri
culture.

b) Produced Kashmiri Bhajan books
c) Produced cassettes to preserve music and poetry.
d) Organized symposiums and seminars.
3.4) Projects to be undertaken
a) Produce a CD based on most popular KP Bhajans
b) Recognize one artist from the community for his/her

contribution to our culture, music, poetry, language
etc.(beginning this year at the KOA Annual Camp),

c) Invite cultural Artists  from India: Every year there
will at least be one KP artist touring the USA.

d) Invite Cultural Activists  and promote public
presentations to educate community members as well
as others.

e) Initiate seminars and symposiums at chapter level
so that i) these unite the local community ii) some
plan comes out which will then be implemented.  First
symposium on various aspects of our culture to be
held at KOA Annual Camp 2003.

The three focus items and goals listed here-in fall within
the overall objectives and direction established for the
organization. Achievement will only be possible if we all
chip in and contribute in whatever way we can.  I need
your support and the community needs your initiative.
You can contribute in the following ways:
A) Volunteer your time and effort
B) Provide leadership, guidance, and constructive

criticism.
C) Provide financial support to the organization for

various programs

Finally, KOA is your organization; you are not serving
any individual’s cause.  It is for the community, for
ourselves, and for our children who are our future, that
we need to act now.  Any question comments and
suggestions are welcome.  Please ask questions and while
doing so express your views freely, honestly and directly.
I may not have all the answers right away but together we
can find the answers. May God bless our community?

Sanjay Kaul
************************************************************************



MEMBERSHIP  DUES  BILL

Membership dues:
$30/yr. for a family,

               $15/yr. for seniors or students
               $500 for life membership
Mail To : Mrs. Prana Koul, Treasurer, KOA

15 Ardmore Ave.
                 Burlington, MA 01803

**********************************************
MEMBER INFORMATION UPDATE

Last Name: _________________________
Member First Name: _________________________
Member Profession: _________________________
Current Address: __________________________
                               __________________________
City:                        _________________________
State: _________ Zip _______________________

Home Phone # ____________________________
E-mail: __________________________________

1st Child Name _________________________
2nd Child Name _________________________
3rd Child Name _________________________

**********************************************

Make your check payable to KOA

Membership # _________________ (Check your mailing label)
Zone #: ______

Type: Family _____ Single _____ Senior _____ Student______

Membership for: 2003 ____ Life ____ Amount $ __________

Donation:   Amount $ __________

Total Amount Enclosed:   Amount $ __________

**********************************************

New Member: ____YES _____NO

Spouse Name: _________________________
Spouse Maiden Last Name _____________________
Spouse Profession  ___________________________
Old Address:      ____________________________
                             ____________________________
City:                      ____________________________
State: _________  Zip: ________________________

Cell Phone #: _______________________________
Spouse E-Mail: _____________________________

D.O.B _________________________
D.O.B _________________________
D.O.B _________________________

**********************************************

· Kashmiri Member Directory (Mailed to paid members
only),

· Kashmiri Calendar  (From 2003, to be mailed to paid
members only),

· Newsletters (mailed to all members),
· Magazine “KASHEER” (From 2003, to be mailed to paid

members only),
· Part of the membership money comes back to the zone for

local chapter activities.
· Culture/Language classes for children (Age group 5 to 15

years)
· Youth Camp/Language Course under our Kashmir

Institute for our Youth (Age group 16+)
· YOUTH  INITIA TIVE : Kashmiri Youth Group (KYG)
· Provide Four Merit Scholarships (Beginning 2003): for

college bound children of paid members
· Organize National Camp and Regional Camps
· Organize lectures, symposiums, and debates
· Promote exchange of Artists & cultural Activists,
· Produce and release music cassette/CD to preserve poetry

and music,
· Produce books, journals and periodicals to preserve culture,

· Maintain two e-groups to promote information exchange,
one at Zone level and the other that connects every member
in the US.

· KOA maintains two web sites: koausa.org is a repository
of information on history, culture, music, and poetry and its
interactive feature has opened new avenues and channels of
communication for members worldwide, whereas, kashmir-
information.com provides “Political Education”

· Meet with officials to promote the cause of our community
with focus on social and cultural issues.

KOA supports fund-raising for our brethren in India.  Some of
KOA’s special programs structured for KP refugees in India

include:

· Sponsor-A-Child program designed for school going

children (Age group 5 to 17 years)

· Educational Assistance Program for college going children

(Age 17+)

· Support a primary School in Udhampur

· Financial assistance to community members for medical

and social conditions,

· Improving living conditions at the refugee camps

· Providing financial help for National calamities in India.

Benefits of Membership:

12
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In the past, several members of our Kashmiri biradari have expressed a keen interest in forming a Kashmiri neighborhood, where,
during their golden years, members could live in close proximity to one another.  As one gets old, a need is felt to stay closer to
people that one can relate to.  A “Retirement Colony” for Kashmiri Pandits in the USA is one such idea that has been floating
around for quite sometime now.  Those who have been coming to KOA National Camps may remember Dr. Shiban Warikoo of
Pennsylvania talk about the need for a retirement colony for members of our community.  Now, we plan to take it a step further, a
retirement colony is a good idea but to have a Kashmiri colony for all age groups is a better idea.  Young and middle aged members
can reserve a plot as an investment towards their future and/or build a vacation/summer home.  This way members of all age groups
would be able to interact socially among people sharing a common heritage. A community center in such a neighborhood would
allow members to hold “Yognopavits, Marriage and other functions” and enjoy the company of rest of the community.

Infact, Mr. Ravi Munshi of Florida and Dr. Warikoo have been exploring a possibility for such a venture since 1999.  I had
a meeting with Mr. Munshi where I requested him to put some thought and effort into exploring this possibility.  In response
to the interest shown, Mr. Ravi Munshi’s Munshi Consulting Group, Inc., a Florida-based construction management firm,
has already done some preliminary work as regards the location and will now be conducting a preliminary assessment of the
level of interest within our community for such a development. I think if we find enough enthusiasm among members
who are approaching retirement age and from those who wish to plan ahead and would like to make an
investment towards their future, then we will go ahead with this plan.  Community members are requested
to express their interest and commitment so that this dream could become realty.

After their preliminary work, Munshi Consulting Group is proposing an area in Florida, which is nestled
between Tampa and Ft. Myers on the West Coast of Florida, in the North Port and Port Charlotte areas.
Quarter-acre size lots are currently available.  This area has seen growth in recent years and is considered a
hot market for new construction.  The lots have paved roads.  This area is easily accessible to I-75.  These
quarter acre lots are currently being offered at reasonable prices.  Depending on their location and if bought
in bulk, these lots can be purchased for as little as $3,000.00 per lot.  Most lots do not have central water and
sewer and will need a well and septic tank system.  The local utility company provides the electricity.  Yearly
taxes would be approximately $125.  For a three-bedroom house, approximate cost of construction would be
$125, 000.

The available lots are not contiguous; however, we could possibly acquire lots located within a two-mile radius
of each other - which some members prefer to having homes adjacent to each other.

Currently, Munshi Consulting Group, Inc. is initiating exploratory discussions with the seller to acquire about
20 lots.  The actual level of interest in this project may be higher than anticipated, therefore, if you are interested,
we request that you to immediately contact Ravi Munshi and show your interest

The role of KOA is only to facilitate this possibility of a Kashmiri Colony and provide means of communication
between those interested and those planning and managing this project and nothing beyond it.  If you have any
questions or need any further information, I encourage you to write directly to Mr. Munshi at srq2k@aol.com
and share your views, including suggestions, if any. He can also be contacted at 941-371-0415

Thank you.
Sanjay Kaul

LITTLE KASHMIR IN
SUNNY FLORIDA !
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Kashir Sabha Ambala:
Appeal for Donation towards Construction of

Community Centre & Shiv Mandir.

(Kashir Sabha Ambala is a registered Society under Societies Registration Act 1860, Registration No. 3227 of 2001-2002)
Located at # 202, Durga Niwas, Prabhu Prem Puram, Ambala Cantt – 133006 (INDIA) Tel – 2699912/2699022 (e-mail :
akwatal@rediffmail.co.in)

At the outset, we would like to thank you for all your co-operation, encouragement and positive attitude shown by you towards the
“community affairs” and cultural unity. Such co-operation will be duly remembered in the annals of Kashir Sabha Ambala. We are
pleased to inform you that the Sabha has taken the following gigantic jobs in hand, which have to be taken to a logical end, with your
active and positive co-operation and support. This has to be moral, educational, encouragement, consolation and financial: -
1. Construction of a modest Community Centre at Salseri Ambala Cantt.
2. Construction of a Shiv Mandir.
3. Help to the needy people.
You would possibly appreciate that Kashir Sabha Ambala does not belong to any individual, but constitutes of all the molecules and
atoms of Kashmiri Hindus, who are carrying the blood of great Rishi’s and Noble Saints. You will also appreciate that by constituting
an organization, by way of construction of a community centre or by construction of a temple, we are endeavouring to keep all the
beads of a “Single Necklace” together; selflessly, with result oriented cultural integration in post exodus period. For this kind of job,
we require appreciable finances, for which there has to be a community participation. If we really save on “Moch phol basis” the cause
of Kashir Sabha Ambala could be helped. But it solicits your will and determination. Kashir Sabha Ambala can only extend request for
such saving, but cannot impose conditions. A humble request is therefore extended, to donate liberally in favour of “ Kashir Sabha
Ambala” by cheque/DD/MT/ payable at Ambala Cantt, account No. 2147, Oriental Bank of Commerce, Mahesh Nagar Ambala Cantt
– 133001 (India). We would solicit your assistance, guidance, advice and spontaneous reaction.

Truly yours,
General Secretary & President

Scholarship Fund

KOA is proud to announce the adoption of awarding one time
achievement award to Kashmiri Pandit college bound students
living in the USA.  Initially it is planned to make up to a total
of 4 such awards in the amount of $500 each. The student
satisfying the following requirements may apply:

1. High school GPA of at least 3.50.
2. SAT score of at least 1325 or ACT score of at least 30.
3. A two page essay about the Kashmiri Pandit heritage.
4. Applicant should have some Kashmiri community
involvement experience.

The committee for this year consists of the following three
members:
Hira L. Koul (MI),
Vijay Kaul (FL),
Hira L. Nakhasi (MD)

Shri Hira Lal Koul of MI heads this committee.  Applications
(bio-data) should be submitted (in triplicate) to Hira L. Koul,
1739 Ann St., East Lansing, MI 48823, by January 30th, 2003
and awards will be announced by the end of March 2003.
Transcripts describing the grade GPA and SAT/ACT scores
should be directly mailed by the respective offices to Hira L.
Koul.  For  further details, contact Prof. H.L. Koul at 517-
332-1606 or via e-mail: koul@assist.stt.msu.edu

Members are requested to contribute to this fund.  Members
can also institute such scholarships in the name of their loved
ones.
Thank You.

KOA Medical Fund
Financial Support for Medical Condition

Our Kashmiri brethren kicked out of their homeland, in a state of human,
economic, and political brutality, they have been thrown to a life of
refugees, at the mercy of the goodwill of fellow human beings and
vagaries of chance – a leaf in a storm.

Every year KOA gets hundreds of letters from KP’s, mostly from
Jammu, seeking financial help for their loved ones undergoing serious
medical conditions.  People in refugee camps are suffering numerous
ailments.  Harsh climate, unhealthy living conditions, high stress level
have led to depression and a variety of ailments among the refugees.
Problem is compounded by lack of medical facilities and equipment in
the nearby areas.  There are many instances where some people cannot
even afford medication for their ailments.

In past, we have provided financial help for a mobile dispensary and a
medical van.  Now, KOA continue to provide financial help for medical
treatment of terminal diseases.

At this time, KOA, more or less, dispenses with the help requests by
responding with help, as they come.  Also, at this time KOA has no
allocated budget for this activity, all the money is raised from its
membership and other people as the help requests are submitted.  Now
a committee has been set up to consider the smartest ways to raise and
disburse funds.  Demand is very high, there is a constant need for
support, please help.  Please donate generously towards KOA’s
Medical Fund.  Your Community needs your help.  If you have any
comments or suggestions or need any information, please contact us at
845-368-4635 or e-mail: kaul100@cs.com.

Maharaj Kaul, NY
Program Coordinator
Medical Fund Committee

NOTE: Any Appeal for help on Medical grounds should be sent to
Members of the medical Committee.
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NEW BORN

MAIJ  SHARIKA WILL  BRING
PEACE  AND TRANQUELITY
TO THE DEPARTED  SOUL

Shri Prem Nath Ganju of Miami, Florida left for heavenly abode
on Sunday, September 22.  Our heartfelt condolences to: 1) Avtar
Krishan & Sarla Ganju of Miami,(FL) (Son) 2) Nancy & Dr. A.K.
Kaul, (Daughter) 3) Youg Nath & Usha Ganju, (son) 4) Nirmala &
Jetinder Kak, (Daughter) 5) Usha & Deep Kaul, (Daughter) Grand
Children: Aruna, Ameeta, Neil, Anil, Arvind, Sweety, Neema, Reena,
Purnima, Sunaina, Ashish, Bipin and Eric and all the rest of the
family including near and dear ones. Let us pray to Almighty God
for rest and peace to the departed soul and to give utmost strength to
the bereaved families to bear this irreparable loss.

Mrs. Shanta Parimoo w/o Mr. J.N. Parimoo mother of Bharat
Parimoo and Sangeeta Srivastava passed away on Wednesday
November 20th in a road accident in Potomac, MD.  Our heartfelt
condolences to Bharat & Sangeeta. Let us pray to Almighty God for
rest and peace to the departed soul and to give utmost strength to the
bereaved families to bear this irreparable loss.

1.    Baby boy, SHIVOM, to Vipin and Menu Kaul of Florida
         (earlier residents of MA and NJ)

2.    Baby girl, MAYA, to Sanjay and Bindiya Fotedar of IN.

3.    Baby girl, SIMRAN, to Ashish and NehaRaina of Roswell,
GA.

4      Baby girl, ANUSHA, to Renu
and Ashoo Razdan of Austin,
Texas. Grand daughter to
Brij and Shyama Razdan of
Marietta, Georgia

5. Baby boy, SIDHARTH, to
Devdas and Rita Wali of
CA. Grandson of Autar K.
& Sushma Wali of Fullerton,
CA and of Autar & Raj
Kachru of Oakbrook, IL)

6. Born – baby boy, ARYA, to
Rajeev and Jyoti Pandit of MA

7. Grand son of Onkar Nath & Uma Pandit of Triadelphia, WV.

8. Baby girl, PRIYANKA, to Sandeep and Kiran Kaul of NJ.

9.     Baby boy, RAYIRTH, to Ramesh and Aparna Sapru of WA.

10.   Baby girl, ARIA, to Ajay and Alpana Koul of CA.

A) A Roper survey selected Dr. Autar Mattos research on High-
lycopene Tomatoes at the top of America’s 2002 best in Biotech.
See the website: http://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/
newsmaker_article.asp?idNewsMaker=2229&fSite=AO545

B) One of our community members Dr Nancy Malla of Chandigarh
has been awarded “Kanishka Award” Dr Nancy Malla is
Professor & Head of Department Of Parasitology at the Post
Graduate Institute Of Medical Education & Research,
Chandigarh. She is the first Kashmiri lady who has received
this award in the field of Medicine. I hope this encourages
women Scientists of our community. This Award was presented
to her by Union Health Minister Dr C.P. Thaakur at Vigyan
Bhawan New Delhi

Community News
ACHIEVEMENTS

YOUTH INITIA TIVE :
Kashmiri Youth Group (KYG)!!!

WHO:  Kashmiri Youth aged 16-35
WHERE: www.kpyouth.com
WHEN: NOW! This new initiative begins in November 2002, so
log on today!

WHY:  KYG is an effort to open the lines of communication,
encourage future friendships, and to promote social interactions
between/amongst Kashmiri Pandits residing in North America in an
effort to collectively educate ourselves about Kashmiri culture and
traditions.

It is time we, the future, take action today. Let us develop our own
community, and achieve something for ourselves. Please support us
in our efforts. Log onto www.kpyouth.com today.

ONE-DAY INFORMATION SESSION ON
“KASHMIR”

A daylong information session on Kashmir organized by Bharat
Sevashram Sangha of North America Inc. at their location in
Kendall Park, New Jersey was held on Saturday, October 26,
2002. The theme of the day was, “A Hindu Community Seeks
to Survive.” Presentations focused on the following:

· Kashmiri Pandits, their cultural & Spiritual heritage
and contributions to the Hindu religion, Indian society,
and world order

· What led to exodus of more than 400,000 Kashmiri
Hindus,

· Who is responsible for killings of Hindus and other
minorities in Kashmir

· Terrorism and Instability in Kashmir and why should
peace in Kashmir be important to every one

· What can we do to help this community survive

A Cultural Program with Kashmiri Folk Music was part of
the day’s agenda.
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KOA Executive Committee: 
 
President  Sanjay Kaul, MA     (781) 893-4982 
Vice-President Sidharth Ganju GA  (770) 409-1200 
Secretary  Anupam Wali, MA  (978) 667-1695 
Treasurer  Prana Koul, MA      (781) 221-0350 
Cultural Secretary Arti Kaul, MA         (781) 687-9787 
Media Secretary Vijay Parimoo, NJ   (732) 418-1471 
Ex-President Lalit Wanchoo MD (301) 262-8881 
 
Directors:  
Zone 1:   Nirja Khashu        (718) 343-7889 
Zone 2:   Sulochna Tickoo  (978) 250-8193 
Zone 3:   Sandeep Kaul       (609) 799-3000 
Zone 4:  Sujata Qasba        (410) 531-1408 
Zone 5:  Anita Kaul           (281) 538-5553 
Zone 6:  Sidharth Ganju    (770) 409-1200 
Zone 7:   Sanjay Bhat         (630) 236-7668 
Zone 8:  Hari Koul            (248) 538-0997 
Zone 9:  Ravi Mirakhur     (510) 713-7284 
Zone 10:  Anjali Bhat          (310) 475-8698 
 
 
KPI Newsletter - Editorial Board:  
Sanjay Kaul, MA; Deepak Ganju, FL 
*************************************************  
 
Kashmiri Overseas Association 
24 Sartell Road  
Waltham, MA 02451-2986 
(781) 893-4982 

REMINDER:  
Please renew your KOA membership  
Annual Dues: $30/family, $15/single,  
$15/senior couple, Life member: $500 
 
APPEAL  
Please donate generously to KOA  
(Donations are tax deductible) 
 
e-mail:  
koausa@koausa.org 
 
Web Site:  
ht tp://www.koausa.org/ 
 
http://www.kashmir -information.com/ 
 
KOA Address: 
24 Sartell Road 
Waltham, MA 02451-2986 


